
 

International Baccalaureate (IB) and General 
Certificate of Education (GCE) Advanced ( “A ” ) 
Level Examination 

 
International Baccalaureate (IB) Higher-Level Examinations are awarded advanced standing 
and credit on receipt of the original or a certified copy of the examination results. 

Subject Marks Credit 

Anthropology  Subject to departmental review 

Biology  See www.biology.cornell.edu 

Chemical and Physical 
Systems 

6 or 7 8 credits (PHYS 101 and 102) 

Chemistry 6 or 7 4 credits (CHEM 207) 

Computer Science 6 or 7 4 credits (CS 100) 

Economics 6 or 7 6 credits (ECON 101 and 102) 

English Literature 7 

 
6 

3 credits and placement out of one first-
year writing seminar 

3 credits (excluding Arts and Sciences 
students) 

Mathematics 6 or 7 4 credits and placement out of MATH 106 
and 111. Students may obtain more credit 
by taking the Mathematics Department 
placement exam.  (Engineering and BEE 
students receive no credit.) 

Music  By departmental examination 

Philosophy 7 3 credits 

Physical Science 6 or 7 8 credits (4 credits, CHEM 206; 4 credits, 
PHYS 101 

Physics 6 or 7 4 credits (PHYS 101, 112, or 207). 
(Students may receive credit for only one 
of the courses in each group: PHYS 101, 
112, 116, 207; PHYS 102, 208, 213, 217.) 
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General Certificate of Education (GCE) Advanced ("A") Level Examination are awarded 
advanced standing and credit. Students must present the original or a certified copy of 
their examination certificate to receive credit.  

Subject Marks Credit 

Biology  See www.biology.cornell.edu 

Chemistry A 

B 

8 credits (CHEM 207 or 209 and 208) 

4 credits (CHEM 207 or 209) 

Economics A 6 credits (ECON 101 and 102) 

English Literature A 

 
B 

3 credits and placement out of one first-
year writing seminar 

3 credits (excluding Arts and Sciences 
students) 

Mathematics A, B, 
or C 

4 credits and placement out of MATH 106 
and 111. Students may obtain more credit 
by taking the Mathematics Department 
placement exam. Students who take the A 
level exam in Singapore will receive 8 
credits and placement out of MATH 106, 
111, 112, 122, and 191. (Engineering and 
BEE students receive 4 credits.) 

Music  By departmental examination 

Philosophy A or B 3 credits 

Physics A or B 4 credits for PHY 101, 112, or 207 

4 additional credits for PHYS 213 are 
granted for a combination of grades A or B 
and a minimum of 8 advanced placement or 
advanced standing credits in mathematics. 
Students planning to major in physics are 
encouraged to enroll in PHYS116. Students 
taking 116 do not receive 4 credits for 
112. Students taking 217 do not receive 
credit for 213. Students in the College of 
Engineering should refer to 
www.engineering.cornell.edu/ 
student-services/academic-advising/ap-
credit/index.cfm for credit and placement 
information.  

 

For More Information Contact: 
Mary G. Van Arsdale  
Director of ILR Undergraduate Admissions 

Lorie Fessenden  
Administrative Assistant  

ILR Admissions Office  
Cornell University  
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216 Ives Hall  
Ithaca, NY 14853 

phone: 607-255-2222  
fax: 607-254-1251 
email: lsf9@cornell.edu 
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